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One is immediately struck by Fort Providence’s 
tidiness, the appearance that has earned it the title 
of “the North’s Model Community”. The settlement 
is well-planned and well kept with its pre-fabricated 
buildings painted friendly yellows and bright blues. 
It gives the impression that its citizens take pride 
in their community. 


The Snowshoe Inn complex dominates the settle- 
ment’s commerce. Its attractive buildings grace a 
large area, with motel, lounge, restaurant, general 
store, craft shop, and laundry facilities to serve 
residents and travellers alike. 


Fort Providence is located 61° 21’ North Lati- 
tude, 117° 39’ West Longitude, on the northeast 
(right) bank of the Mackenzie River, just 45 miles 
downstream from Great Slave Lake. The settlement 
Stretches for about a mile along the thirty-foot 
bank of the swift-flowing Mackenzie, just opposite 
Providence Island. The settlement site is fairly well 
drained, though surrounding areas are relatively 
low-lying and poorly drained, with large areas of 
muskeg. Permafrost poses no obstacles to con- 
struction within the settlement, so conventional 
building foundations are used. Most of the settle- 
ment’s permanent buildings are located in the area 
classified most suitable for development. The most 
favorable sites, along the river front, are occupied 
by the Mission, the Hudson's Bay Company, 
R.C.M.P. and Forestry, and the Snowshoe Inn devel- 
opment. Behind this area, but still on suitable land, 
are located the newer housing units. 


The climate of the area is modified by its proxi- 
mity to Great Slave Lake and the Mackenzie River 
Valley. Three months have average mean tempera- 
tures below O° F., and from October through April 
mean temperatures are below freezing. The coldest 
month is December, and the warmest is July. Annual 
precipitation at Fort Providence amounts to about 
ten inches. 


For administrative purposes of the Government 
of the Northwest Territories, Fort Providence is in 
the Fort Smith Region in the Mackenzie District. 
Regional headquarters are at Fort Smith, 285 road 
miles to the southeast. 
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HISTORY 


When Alexander Mackenzie visited this area in 
1789, at the beginning of his historic journey down 
the Mackenzie River, a trading post known as Fort 
Providence was established near the mouth of 
Yellowknife Bay. The post was still operating when 
Franklin made his journey to the Coppermine River 
in 1820. Shortly thereafter, however, the post was 
abandoned. 


The present settlement of Fort Providence has 
been in existence for well over 100 years. In 1861 
Monsignor Grandin founded a Roman Catholic Mis- 
sion at Fort Providence, which was named “Notre 
Dame de la Providence.” The Hudson‘s Bay Company 
soon established a trading post near the mission 
site. In 1867, the Grey Nuns joined the small com- 
munity, and started a boarding school for Indian 
children. Over the years the Royal Canadian Mount- 
ed Police established a detachment, and Federal 
Government Departments began providing their ser- 
vices to Fort Providence. The Slave or Slavey 
Indians of the area began more and more to use 
this cluster of agencies offering goods and services 
as their base of operations, and later as their per- 
manent home. Now Slave Indians make up about 
80% of the Fort Providence population. 


Access from “outside” was limited until the 
late 1950’s when an all-weather highway connect- 
ing Hay River and Yellowknife was built. The 
Mackenzie River is crossed in summer by a govern- 
ment-operated ferry (no toll) seven miles southeast 
of Fort Providence, and in winter by an ice bridge. 
During freeze-up and break-up the river cannot be 
crossed, so transportation from the south is inter- 
rupted. 


Many of the older people of Fort Providence are 
still engaged in handicraft production. Worthy of 
note is the moosehair tufting, an art which has 
died out in most other areas, but which is still done 
by the Slave women at Fort Providence. The women 
use tufts of dyed moose hair to make pictures on 
stroud, velvet, or moosehide, and to decorate 
slippers, mukluks, and other articles. 
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ECONOMY 


At present the main source of revenue in Fort 
Providence is wage employment with the Govern- 
ment. Private enterprise also contributes a great 
deal to the local economy. One small local industry 
is involved in fiberglas production. A beef farm 
operates about twenty miles downstream from the 
settlement. 


Over the years Fort Providence’s economy has 
shifted from dependence on renewable resources to 
provision of goods and services to people coming to 
the settlement from “outside”. The Snowshoe com- 
plex offers tourist accommodations, supplies, 
licences, boat rentals, etc., and the excellent hand- 
icraft shops have a great deal of tourist appeal. 
The Fort Providence area abounds in wild fowl, and 
the waters offer arctic grayling, northern pike, and 
pickerel to lure the sportsman. 


Prior to 1950, a mission farm was maintained, 
supporting as many as forty head of cattle. The 
Roman Catholic mission still cultivates vegetables 
and grain crops with some success. 


TRANSPORTATION 


Fort Providence is easily accessible by air, land, 
and water. The Government of the Northwest Ter- 
ritories maintains a 5,100’ by 75’ all weather air- 
strip, two miles southeast of the settlement. At 
present there are no scheduled flights to the 
settlement. 


All-weather roads make Fort Providence 
accessible from north and south. The Mackenzie 
River is crossed by ferry in summer, and over the 
ice in winter. Transportation is interrupted at 
freeze-up and at break-up. At those times the settle- 
ment is accessible by road only from the north. 
There is regular truck service from commercial 
firms in Edmonton and Hay River, and a bus runs 
between Hay River and Yellowknife with a regular 
stop at Fort Providence. 


The Mackenzie River is a well-travelled route to 
the Arctic, and Northern Transportation Company 
barges loaded at Hay River pass adjacent to Fort 
Providence. However, main resupply is by truck 
from points south. 


COMMUNICATIONS 


Fort Providence is connected to the national 
telephone system by land line through Hay River. 


Canadian National Telecommunications also has a 
microwave relay station at Fort Providence, and 
transmits CBC northern broadcasts to the settle- 
ment. The R.C.M.P. maintains short wave radio 
facilities and the Government of the Northwest 
Territories operates a telex in the settlement. 


ACCOMMODATIONS 


The Snowshoe Inn complex provides ample 
accommodation to travellers. Its modern, attractive 
facilities include a motel, cafe, dining lounge, cock- 


tail lounge, general store, and Indian and Eskimo 
Craft Shop. 


An attractive campsite is located along the 
Mackenzie River on the outskirts of the settlement. 
The site consists of a loop with a maze of turn-outs, 
each equipped with tent or trailer space, barbeque 
pit, table, and garbage cans. In addition there is a 
large central camp kitchen and two central out-door 
toilets. Water is available by pump at the camp 
entrance, but there is no electricity. There is also a 
picnic site on the South side of the Mackenzie River 
at Dory Point. 


MUNICIPAL SERVICES 


Water is trucked to homes in Fort Providence 
from a water filtration plant. Water is taken from 
the river, then chlorinated, and filtered before it 
is delivered. Garbage and sewage are collected by 
truck, and hauled away to be dumped and burned. 
Electricity is provided to the community by North- 
land Utilities Ltd., with three diesel units having 
a 400 kw capacity. 


HEALTH SERVICES 


A small new nursing station, operated by two 
nurses, takes care of many local health needs. The 
nearest hospital is in Hay River -- 73 air miles or 
110 road miles away. 


EDUCATION 


The school at Fort Providence provides educa- 
tion up through grade eight. Its facilities include 
open-area classrooms and a gym. At present eight 
teachers are employed. 
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STORES 


Hudson’s Bay Company - general store; fur trader 
Snowshoe General Store - quite well stocked 
Indian & Eskimo Craft Shop - at the Snowshoe 
Inn complex; Excellent 

Slave Indian Craft Shop - in the R. C. Mission 
building. 


CHURCHES 


The Roman Catholic Church has been present 
in Fort Providence for over a century. Pentecostal 
Church has owned a piece of property in Fort 
Providence for several years, but as yet it is still 
undeveloped. 


RECREATION 


Fort Providence’s recreation facilities include 
a recreation hall with a capacity of 225 persons, 
a portable swimming pool, a skating rink, a pool 
hall, and camping facilities. The Snowshoe Inn 
Lounge (quite plush) is the gathering place especi- 
ally for Saturday night entertainment. The environ- 
ment around Fort Providence lends itself to outdoor 
activities and sports, too. 


ODDS AND ENDS 


Fort Providence’s population for 1972 was 
around 650. 


Mail is delivered to the settlement three times 
weekly. 


There is no bank in Fort Providence; banks in 
Yellowknife and Hay River are utilized. There is 
no library in the community. A coin-operated 
laundry is run by the Snowshoe Inn. Beer is sold 
locally, and liquor is available in licenced lounges 
and dining room facilities. There is also a bar and a 
Gulf Station across the River by ferry. There are two 
local service stations -- Pacific 66 and Arychuk’s 
Esso. 
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NORTHWEST TERRITORIES 
GENERAL INFORMATION 


1,304,903 square miles, being 33.9 percent 
of the area of Canada. 


Mainland area 730,266 square miles 
Freshwater area 51,465 square miles 
Offshore Islands area 523,172 square miles 


Coastline length — approximately 9,500 miles. 
Highway system — 841 miles. 
Population — 1971 - 35,526: 1966 - 28,128 


Business Volume 1970 — approximately 
$215,000,000 


Value of mineral production included above — 
$124,000,000 
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